Draft
JOINT STATEMENT
on the Meeting of the Speakers of Parliaments of the Visegrad Group States
3 February 2023

The Speakers of the parliaments of the Visegrad Group states (V4)

1. Recognize the V4 as an important format of regional cooperation and an effective tool
for supporting common interests based on European values well as a significant
contributor to the transatlantic security. Confirm that more than ever, our cooperation
must follow the principles of human rights, freedom, democracy, rule of law, good
neighbourly relations and commitment to the European integration and transatlantic
cooperation.

2. Condemn in the strongest possible terms Russia's illegal, unprovoked and unjustified
war of aggression against Ukraine and reaffirm full support for Ukraine’s
independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally
recognised borders, as well as for Ukraine’s inherent right to self-defence against the
Russian aggression and to negotiate the end of war on its own terms. Reaffirm
commitment to providing further political and military support and humanitarian
assistance to Ukraine as long as it takes, based on the sovereign decisions of each V4
country.

3. Reaffirm that NATO remains the backbone of security of the V4 countries. Underscore
the need of further strengthening deterrence and defence posture of the Alliance and
its military adaptation in order to better respond to the dramatically changed security
situation in Europe and beyond. Emphasize that the transatlantic bond remains the
backbone of the North Atlantic Alliance and the European security.

4. Reiterate that the V4 countries share a common interest in a strong coherent and
effective European Union and NATO. Consider the unity and effectiveness of the EU
and NATO policies are essential to address the scale and complexity of the challenges
we face, including those ushered forth by the Russian aggression in Ukraine, in areas
ranging from security and defence, through foreign policy to economy and energy.
Reaffirm support for the EU and NATO enlargement. as well as strengthened
cooperation between both organizations. Endorse the efforts made within the EU to
bolster European defence by improving the coherence and increasing the use of EU’s
defence initiatives.

5. Emphasize that unity and solidarity among EU member states are essential to face the
energy crisis. Diversification of energy sources and supply routes will contribute to
further reducing the EU’s energy dependencies. In this regard, reconfirm the
commitment to phase out our dependency on Russian fossil fuels as soon as possible.
Acceleration of energy efficiency and renewable energy projects support energy
security measures. All low-emission energy sources, including nuclear, are needed in



the long term to secure affordable electricity for households and industries as well as
to fulfil our ambitious climate goals.

Express concern over significantly increasing illegal migration to the EU. It is evident
that this challenge goes beyond the borders of a single country. Therefore, measures
such as surveillance, equipment and smart infrastructure taken by Member States
aimed at better protection of the external border of the EU should be eligible for
financial support from the EU where applicable. Consider as essential to strengthen
the protection of the external border of the EU, including by making full use of the
potential of FRONTEX in line with its core mandate and appropriate border
infrastructure, and by restoring in the shortest timeframe possible the proper
functioning of the Schengen area. Express support for further expansion of the
Schengen area.



Navrh
SPOLECNEHO PROHLASENTI
ze setkdni predsedii parlamentii statii Visegrdadské skupiny
3. unora 2023

Predsedové parlamentti statii Visegradské skupiny (V4)

1. Povazuji V4 za dulezity format regionalni spoluprdce a ucinny nastroj podpory
spolenych z4muti zaloZenych na evropskych hodnotach a za vyznamné pfinos
k transatlantické bezpecnosti. Potvrzuji, Ze vice nez kdy jindy se naSe spoluprace musi fidit
zasadami lidskych prav, svobody, demokracie, pravniho statu, dobrych sousedskych vztahti
a zavazku k evropské integraci a transatlantické spolupraci.

2. Odsuzuji co nejdiiraznéji nezakonnou, nevyprovokovanou a neodtvodnénou
agresivni valku Ruska proti Ukrajiné a znovu potvrzuji svou plnou podporu nezavislosti,
svrchovanosti a tizemni celistvosti Ukrajiny v ramci jejich mezindrodné uznanych hranic,
jakoz inezadatelné pravo Ukrajiny na sebeobranu proti ruské agresi a vyjednavani o ukonceni
valky dle svych vlastnich podminek . Znovu potvrzuji sviij zavazek poskytovat Ukrajiné dalsi
politickou a vojenskou podporu a humanitarni pomoc dokud to bude tfeba a to na zakladé
suverénniho rozhodnuti jednotlivych clenskych zemi V4.

3. Znovu zdiraznuji, ze NATO ztstdva zdkladem bezpecnosti zemi V4. Podtrhuji
potfebu dalSiho posileni odstraseni a obranného postoje Aliance a jeji vojenské adaptace na
dramaticky zménénou bezpecnostni situaci v Evropé i mimo ni, aby na tyto zmény mohla
Aliance lépe reagovat. Zdraznuji, Ze transatlanticka vazba ztistava patefi Severoatlantické
aliance a evropské bezpecnosti.

4. Znovu zdiiraznuji, Ze zemé V4 maji spolecny zajem na silné, konzistentni a efektivni
Evropské unii a NATO. Domnivaji se, Ze jednota a tc¢innost politik EU a NATO jsou zasadni
pro feSeni rozsahlych a slozitych vyzev, kterym celime, véetné téch, které prinesla ruska agrese
na Ukrajiné, a to v oblastech od obrany a bezpecnosti pres zahranicni politiku az po
hospodafstvi a energetiku. Znovu potvrzuji podporu rozsiteni EU a NATO i posileni
spoluprace mezi obéma organizacemi. Podporuji snahy ¢inéné uvnitt EU o posileni evropské
obrany prostfednictvim zlepsené soudrznosti a vétsiho vyuziti obrannych iniciativ EU.

5. Zdtraznuji, Ze jednota a solidarita mezi clenskymi staty EU jsou nezbytné pro feSeni
energetické krize. Diverzifikace zdrojii a dodavatelskych tras energie prispé€je k dalSimu
snizeni energetické zavislosti EU. V tomto ohledu znovu potvrzuji zdvazek co nejdfive
postupné odstranit nasi zavislost na ruskych fosilnich palivech. Urychleni projektii v oblasti
energetické uc¢innosti a obnovitelnych zdroji energie podporuje opatteni v oblasti energetické
bezpecnosti. VSechny nizkoemisni zdroje energie, véetné jaderné, jsou dlouhodobé pottebné
k zajisténi cenové dostupné elektfiny pro domacnosti a primysl i k naplnéni nasich
ambicidznich cilti v oblasti klimatu.

6. Vyjadfuji znepokojeni nad vyraznym ndartistem nelegdlni migrace do EU. Je zfejmé,
Ze tento problém presahuje hranice jedné zemé. Proto by opatfeni, jako je ostraha, vybaveni a
chytrd infrastruktura pfijata ¢lenskymi staty EU, jejichZ cilem je lepsi ochrana vnéjsich hranic



EU, méla mit v odtivodnénych pfipadech narok na financni podporu ze strany EU. Povazuji
za zasadni posileni ochrany vnéjsich hranic EU, mimo jiné prostfednictvim plného vyuZiti
potencidlu agentury FRONTEX v souladu s jeho stézejnim mandatem a vhodné pohranicni
infrastruktury, a v co nejkratsi dobé obnoveni fadného fungovani schengenského prostoru.
Vyjadfuji podporu dalsimu rozsifovani schengenského prostoru.



