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THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

The Czech Republic belongs to the group of
countries that have a parliamentary system of
government, although such a system of govern-
ment is rather unique among the post-communist
states in Europe. In the course of drafting the cur-
rent Constitution of the Czech Republic in 1992,
the traditional parliamentary system prevailed. The
present system represents a continuation of the
model of Czechoslovak parliamentarism that ex-
isted between the two World Wars, newly enriched
by some elements that are particularly typical of
the current French constitutional model. This is
reflected by the relatively strong powers that the
Constitution vests in the President, as compared
with other parliamentary democracies. Neverthe-
less, the dominant role of Parliament in the con-
stitutional system, in addition to the election of
the President by the Parliament and the political
dependence of the Government on the Parliament
means that even the Czech Republic reflects the
model of rationalised parliamentarism.

A BICAMERAL PARLIAMENT

The existence of a bicameral legislative body, as
reflected in the current Constitution of the Czech
Republic, is a traditional concept that has ap-
plied on the territory of the Czech Republic from
the second half of the 19* century. The bicameral
model continued to exist in 1918 after the crea-
tion of the first independent Czechoslovak Repub-

lic (until 1938) and was reinstated following the
creation of a federal model of government in 1968.
Both chambers of today’s Parliament — the Cham-
ber of Deputies and the Senate - function inde-
pendently of one another and the Czech constitu-
tion entrusts each chamber with different powers.

The Chamber of Deputies is entrusted with
greater powers than the Senate, especially as re-
gards the exercise of parliamentary scrutiny over
the Government, given that the Government of the
Czech Republic is only responsible to the Cham-
ber of Deputies. The Chamber of Deputies also has
greater legislative powers than the Senate. In the
case of proposals for regular laws, the Chamber of
Deputies may vote to overrule the Senate, if the
Senate has rejected a legislative proposal or pro-
posed any amendments. In such a case, a majority
of all Deputies (i.e. at least 101 Deputies) must
vote to overrule the Senate. However, in the case
of proposed constitutional laws or proposals for
the expression of consent with the ratification of
international agreements as well as in certain cases
pertaining to defense and security, the Chamber of
Deputies and the Senate have equal powers.

The Senate participates in parliamentary legi-
slative work and exercises certain other powers.
Specifically, the Senate deliberates legislative pro-
posals that are submitted to it by the Chamber of
Deputies. The Senate also expresses consent with
the appointment of judges of the Constitutional
Court on a proposal from the President. Additional-



BASIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES AND THE SENATE
OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Chamber of Deputies Senate
Number of members 200 81
Length of term 4 years 6 years

Electoral system

Proportional (using the d’Hont method)

Majoritarian

Number of electoral ridings 14

81

Who may be elected

Citizens aged 21 years or older

Citizens aged

40 years or older

ly, the Senate plays an important legislative role at
times when the Chamber of Deputies is dissolved.
At such times, the Senate may, on a proposal from
the government, adopt legal measures in place of
regular laws, where such measures may not be
postponed and where a regular law would have
been proposed, were the Chamber of Deputies
not dissolved. When the new Chamber of Deputies
is elected, it must approve any provisional legal
measures that have been adopted by the Senate,
otherwise, they cease to have effect.

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC

Elections to both Chambers of Parliament in the
Czech Republic take place on the basis of a univer-
sal, equal and direct right to vote by secret ballot.
The basic principles for parliamentary elections are
set out in the Constitution of the Czech Republic,
whereas specific rules are elaborated in Act no.
247/1995 Coll., as subsequently amended. The
right to vote (the active electoral right) is granted
to all citizens of the Czech Republic who are aged
18 years of age or older and who have full legal
capacity and whose liberty has not been curtailed
for reasons of public health. Elections are called by
the President and take place over two days (Friday
and Saturday). Voting takes place in permanent
electoral ridings and, in the case of elections to the
Chamber of Deputies, at embassies abroad. Each
voter may cast only one vote (voting on behalf of
another person is not permitted) and is allowed
to vote upon presentation of a valid identification
document which proves his or her identity and
Czech citizenship.

THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN

The electoral campaign must be carried out in
an honest and fair manner. Specifically, untrue
information about candidates and political par-

ties (political parties, political movements or coa-
litions) must not be made public. Campaigning is
forbidden near polling stations on election days.
The law also prohibits the publication of any pre-
election and election surveys starting three days
before elections until the end of elections. Politi-
cal parties standing for election to the Chamber of
Deputies may make use of free broadcast time on
Czech Television and Czech Radio; time is divided
equally among these parties.

THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM

The electoral system determines how seats
(mandates) are divided among the political parties
and candidates standing for election. In general,
two main electoral systems exist (with various pos-
sible modifications) — the majoritarian system and
the system of proportional representation. The
Constitution of the Czech Republic provides for the
majoritarian system (where the one candidate with
the greatest number of votes wins the mandate
in a given riding) to be used for elections to the
Senate. On the other hand, the system of propor-
tional representation is used for elections to the
Chamber of Deputies.

ELECTIONS TO THE CHAMBER
OF DEPUTIES

The Chamber of Deputies is composed of 200
Deputies who are elected to a four-year term. The
right of a citizen to be elected to the Chamber of
Deputies is limited by the age requirement of at-
taining 21 years of age. The law specifies three
main rules for the application of the system of pro-
portional representation to elections to the Cham-
ber of Deputies.

The election threshold: this threshold deter-
mines the minimum number of votes that a polit-
ical party must receive in elections in order to be
allocated a mandate (mandates) in the Chamber
of Deputies. The newest version of the election law



provides the following minimum election thres-
holds:

5% for a single political party or political move-
ment

10% for a coalition of two political parties or
political movements

15% for a coalition of three political parties or
political movements

20% for a coalition of four or more political par-
ties or political movements

The number and size of electoral ridings: elec-
toral ridings for elections to the Chamber of Dep-
uties are electoral regions, which correspond to
the territory of the higher self-governing territo-
rial units that comprise the Czech Republic (i.e.
13 regions and the capital city of Prague). When
elections are held, the 200 available mandates
are first allocated among the electoral regions on
the basis of the number of valid votes that were
cast (using the so-called Mandate Number). Sub-
sequently, the mandates that have been allocated
to an electoral region are divided proportionally
among the political parties, political movements
and coalitions that have stood for election in the
region and that have passed the election threshold.
A conversion system for election results is used.

The conversion system for election results:
this is an election formula (mathematical formula)
which determines the number of mandates that
are to be allocated to political parties, political
movements and coalitions that have passed the
election threshold. The current election law uses
the d’Hondt system, which provides for the divi-
sion of election results of each party by a series of
numbers 1, 2, 3 up to n. Mandates are allocated
to the parties based on the size of their respective
shares that are achieved by this division.

PREFERENTIAL VOTES

Once mandates are divided among the political
parties, political movements and coalitions in each
electoral region, they must be allocated to the indi-
vidual candidates representing these parties. They
are allocated to individual candidates in the order
that their names appeared on each party’s list of
candidates (voters cast their vote for a given party
by selecting and submitting the list of candidates
of the party, movement or coalition into the ballot
box). The order in which individual candidates
appear on the list of candidates is determined by
each party, movement or coalition and is generally

decided on the basis of primary elections in which
party members vote. The election law, however,
allows for so-called preferential votes to be cast
by voters in elections to the Chamber of Depu-
ties. Each voter may circle up to two candidates on
the list of candidates they submit in order to give
these candidates a preferential vote. If a candidate
receives more than 7% of the total number of votes
that have been cast for their party, they are elected
to the Chamber of Deputies regardless of their po-
sition on the list of candidates. In elections to the
Chamber of Deputies in 2002, 4.8 million voters
went to the polls and cast 1.9 million preferential
votes.
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JUDICIAL REVIEW OF ELECTIONS

The Supreme Administrative Court exercises
a judicial review function over elections and de-
cides on applications seeking the nullity of elec-
tions and voting. The Constitutional Court de-
cides on applications for the confirmation of the
election of a candidate. Any person registered to
vote in an electoral district where a Deputy has
stood for election and any political party, po-
litical movement or coalition that had registered
a list of candidates for elections to the Chamber
of Deputies in the electoral region may apply to
the court to decide on the nullity of the election
of a given candidate in the electoral region. Addi-
tionally, they may apply to the court to decide on
the nullity of elections and voting as a whole, if
they consider that the provisions of the Law on
elections to the Parliament of the Czech Repub-
lic have been violated in a manner that may have
had an impact on the election results. Such an
application must be made to the Supreme Admin-
istrative Court within 10 days of the official an-
nouncement of election results by the State Elec-
tions Commission.




ELECTIONS TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 2002

Political party, political Number of votes Number of mandates
movement or coalition absolute proportionate absolute proportionate
CSSD 1,440.279 30,20 % 70 35,0%
ODS 1,166.975 24,47 % 58 29,0 %
KSCM 882.653 18,51 % 41 20,5 %
Koalice (KDU-CSL, US-DEU) 680.671 14,27 % 31 15,5 %
total mandates 200 100,0 %
participation in elections 4,793.706 58,00 %
ELECTIONS TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES
Political party, political Number of votes Number of mandates
movement or coalition absolute proportionate absolute proportionate
CSSD 1,928.660 32,31% 74 37,0%
0ODS 1,656.011 27,74 % 63 31,5%
KSCM 658.550 11,03 % 24 12,0 %
KDU-CSL 537.013 9,00 % 20 10,0 %
usS 513.596 8,60 % 19 95%
total mandates 200 100,0 %
participation in elections 6,008.926 74,03 %
ELECTIONS TO THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES 1996

Political party, political Number of votes Number of mandates
movement or coalition absolute proportionate absolute proportionate
0ODS 1,794.560 29,62 % 68 34,0 %
CSSD 1,602.250 26,44 % 61 30,5 %
KSCM 626.136 10,33 % 22 11,0 %
KDU-CSL 489.349 8,08 % 18 9,0%
SPR-RSC 485.072 8,01 % 18 9,0 %
ODA 385.369 6,36 % 13 6,5 %
total mandates 200 100,0 %
participation in elections 6,105.588 76,41 %

CSSD Czech Social Democratic Party

KDU-CSL Christian and Democratic Union — Czechoslovak People’s Party

Koalice Coalition of Christian and Democratic Union - Czechoslovak People’s Party

(KDU-CSL, US-DEU) | and Freedom Union — Democratic Union

KSCM Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia

ODA Civic Democratic Alliance

ODS Civic Democratic Party

SPR-RSC Assembly of the Republic — Czechoslovak Republican Party

us Freedom Union

Published by the Office of the Chamber of Deputies of the Parliament of the Czech Republic, Snémovni 4, 118 26 Praha 1, January 2006
Written by the Division of education and communication, phone +420 257 174 117, email: okv@psp.cz

Designed by Vladimir Vyskocil - Korsach
For more information, please visit www.psp.cz





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002000d>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002000d>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>
    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002000d>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e000d>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /CZE <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2800 2800]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


