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Foreword
67th Congress IFLA 2001 in Boston approved Prague as the host city of  19th Annual International Conference of Parliamentary Librarians preceding 69th Congress IFLA 2003 in Berlin.

My colleagues from Central European Countries and I did not need to look for a main theme very long.

All countries of so called Visegrad Four (Poland, Hungary, Slovakia and Czechia) were found in the period of preparation to enter European Union and were intensively working on harmonization their legislations with that of the EU. This process is almost done and our countries will become members in May 2004.

Both this book of proceedings and the conference itself shall show how the most demanding final period affected our parliamentary work, how changed our working approaches and methods.

For better comparation with the work of our colleagues of Western European Countries, structure of proceedings and even title are almost identical with those in Jennifer Tanfield´s book "Parliamentary Library, Research and Information Services of Western Europe" (2000).

Our activities in 2nd half of the 90 are described in: W. H. Robinson and R. Gastelum "Parliamentary Libraries and Research Services in Central and Eastern Europe" (1998). Everybody can make his own opinion. I think this conference will show again how many ways can lead to one aim - in this case to the European Union.

In conclusion I want to give my thanks to colleagues from participating countries, especially Katalin Haraszti from Hungary, Hanna Popowska and Andrzej Dziubecki from Poland and Eva Malackova from Slovakia. This publication could never appear without their help.

Karel Sosna

(Prague, July 2003)
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Introduction

The Parliament of the Czech Republic is composed of two Chambers: the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, each having a separate administrative body known as the Chancellery (Office). Each Chamber has its own information services, specialised databases and a dedicated web-site. 

Two departments of the Chamber of Deputies Chancellery are responsible for providing Deputies with information: the Parliamentary Library and the Parliamentary Institute. Additionally, although these two departments fall under the Chamber of Deputies Chancellery, information is also provided to members of the Senate.

A. History

History of the Parliamentary Library

The origins of the Parliamentary Library date back to the year 1857, when the library of the Administrative Council for Bohemia, which also served the members of the Congress of the Czech Kingdom, was founded in Prague during the Austrian monarchy. After declaration of the sovereign Czechoslovak republic in 1918, this library became the foundation for the Library of the National Assembly. From the creation of the Czechoslovak federation in 1968 until its collapse in 1992, it acted as the Library of the Federal Assembly. Since the coming into existence of the Czech Republic, the Parliamentary Library serves the MPs and Senators of the Parliament of the Czech Republic.

History of the Parliamentary Institute

The Parliamentary Institute performs scientific, research, and training tasks for both Chambers of Parliament, Parliamentary committees and other sub-bodies, Deputies as well as the two Chancelleries. The Parliamentary Institute was established in 1990 as the Scientific Service Department of the Federal Assembly, as it then was. In 1991, its name was changed to the Department for Analysis and Expert Opinions by resolution of the Presidium of the Federal Assembly. Later, the department was renamed as the Parliamentary Institute and was granted its own status.

B. General administration

The Chancellery of the Chamber of Deputies performs organisational, technical and advisory tasks related to the activities of the Chamber of Deputies and its organs and assists the Deputies in the exercise of their mandates both in Parliament and in their home constituencies. 

The Secretary General of the Chancellery is the director and superior of all Chancellery employees. He is responsible for the implementation of the Chancellery budget as well as for the management of Chancellery-administered property. 

C. Terms of reference

The Parliamentary Library´s activities are primarily intended to meet the needs of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, parliamentary fractions (parliamentary political clubs), Deputies, Senators and their assistants, parliamentary research service and other employees of the Chancelleries of the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. The Library is also accessible to academics, civil servants and other people interested in parliamentary matters.

The library provides all its registered users with public library and information services ( Section 4 of the Act on Libraries) and inter-library loan services (Section 14 of the Act on Libraries) on the basis of equality (Subsection 1 and 3 of the Declaration of Basic Rights and Liberties) and on the basis of right to information (Subsection 17 of the Declaration of Basic Rights and Liberties).
The Parliamentary Institute provides a wide range of information – which may be classified according to the extent, purpose and target addressees thereof - to Members of the Czech Parliament and to parliamentary bodies.

The scope of the Parliamentary Institute’s work is made to fit the needs of Parliament. The Parliamentary Institute strictly adheres to the rule of impartiality: information, research, opinions, studies and expert appraisals that are provided explore all available materials and resources and do not express politically-based opinions, treating all users on an equal basis. Any collected personal data about Deputies requesting opinions is also kept confidential.

D. Staff and organisation

The Parliamentary Library administered by a Director has fifteen employees (of which one work part time), eight with university education, five with college education, and two with professional qualifications and rich library experience. Seven staffers are devoted to the traditional library tasks (purchase and acquisition, descriptive cataloguing, loan register, supervising reading and study rooms, and preservation). Another seven work as information specialists. Their professional specializations allow them to cover the subjects of particular parliamentary committees and commissions (constitutional law and legislation, economy and finance, foreign policy, defence and security policy, environment, social policy, education, science and culture, etc.) Their objective is to supply to their assigned committee, and to individual Deputies, the information requested as quickly and efficiently as possible.

The Parliamentary Institute has sixteen employees (of which two work part-time) and is administered by a Director and Deputy Director. The secretariat consists of two secretaries. The remainder of the staff is composed of thirteen expert researchers (seven lawyers, two economists, one historian, two political scientists and one technician) and three assistants. 

In hierarchy, the organisational structure is:

· Director

· Deputy-director

· Researchers

· Administrative staff

The Parliamentary Centre for European Law has also been formed and serves as an expert department of the Parliamentary Institute for EC/EU law.
E. Library services

Parliamentary Library has collected almost 200 000 volumes in the fields of legal science, legislation, political science, modern history, philosophy, sociology, economy, culture, encyclopaedic works and more. The core of the book collection consists of Czech parliamentary documents and legal codes from the second half of the 19th century to the present, and a selection of parliamentary documents and codes from 15 other countries. The library fulfils the function of the United Nations depository library and its collection includes selected publications from important international organisations (e.g. Inter-Parliamentary Union).

There is also the European Union reference library for the needs of approximation of our legislation to European law, which was created in co-operation with the Parliamentary Institute as part of the Parliamentary Centre for European Law. It contains a collection of books covering the issues of the EU and European integration, the Official Journal of the EC since 1993, and the Justis CELEX database.

After moving from the former seat of the Federal Assembly in 1994, the Parliamentary Library opened a periodicals reading room (where readers can choose from over 300 domestic and foreign newspapers and periodicals), a legislative study room with a multimedia workplace, a general reading room and an information specialists office, all located in the newly reconstructed part of the historical buildings of the Czech Parliament. The library provides users with the following services:

a) Circulation services, including interlibrary loan services

b) Reprographic services

c) Reference services

· acquaintance with the user module of the advanced Rapid Library (aRL) 

automated library system and assistance in searching through internal databases  

· shelf mark information service about availability of external book 

collections and electronic information sources

· searching for information in internal and external computer databases and 

networks

· bibliographic information service and research processing

· information from the area of legislation and parliamentarianism

· Current Contents services upon request

· SDI type information services upon request

In 2002, 2 315 users visited the Parliamentary Library, total circulation number was 9 869 and total number of reference questions answered was 6 030.

Research Services 

As regards the extent of information provided, the Parliamentary Institute answers enquiries by telephone, conducts oral consultations and provides written answers in addition to the provision of information materials, studies and economic and social monitoring.


Telephone answers to enquiries and oral consultations are immediate replies to simple enquiries from Deputies, Senators and their assistants, so far as they fall within the specialised knowledge of the Parliamentary Institute's personnel (economics, social matters, law, parliamentary materials, politics and foreign affairs). 


More extensive information requests, processed within several days, fall within the category of written answers to enquiries - a level preceding the provision of information materials or information studies. These written answers to enquiries, referred to as "off-list" works, are divided into several areas (parliamentary studies, economics, mass media, environment, health, education, crime, social politics, employment, agriculture, military and human rights) and are made accessible in digital format (after delivery to the addressee) to Parliamentary Institute personnel only.


Information materials refer to materials processed and compiled within an agreed period. They are of lesser scope and extent than an information study and usually pertain only to a particular draft bill. Deadlines for the preparation of information materials do not exceed two weeks.


Information studies are self-prepared or researched information, analyses and comprehensive studies. This type of work comprises the majority of the Parliamentary Institute’s activities and includes comprehensive specialised comparisons and theoretical analysis prepared by the Parliamentary Institute’s own expert personnel in their respective fields and, in some cases, by external specialists as well.


All information materials and studies are made available on the Czech Parliament’s extra-net and as such, are accessible to all Deputies. Selected information studies are also made accessible to the general public on the Chamber of Deputies web-site following a reasonable time-delay, which results from an effort to maintain the comparative advantage of the persons who originally requested the materials.


Finally, economic and social monitoring reports are supplied to interested Deputies, Senators and Parliamentary committees ten times a year. Within the context of this monitoring, fundamental economic data and economic, monetary, and social indicators of the current economic situation are processed on the basis of the published press releases of the Czech Statistical Office, Czech National Bank, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and the Czech News Agency.


All types of information is provided with regard to the various purposes for which it is requested and with regard to the various persons or bodies making the given information request. Most often, the information is provided on request from and for the use of the Deputies and Senators. Frequent purposes include the preparation of non-Cabinet legislative drafts, preparation for discussions regarding Cabinet draft bills (in particular, proposed amendments), speeches, appearances, and other political and expert activities of the Deputies, the handling of petitions or other citizen-based initiatives or other requirements of the Parliamentary committees. In addition to Deputies and Senators, persons or bodies requesting information may include the political clubs of the individual parties.

EUROPEAN LAW


With the approaching date of the Czech Republic’s accession to the structures of the European Communities, the Parliamentary Institute’s priorities include monitoring the development of European legislation and transposing such developments into Czech national law. As such, the Parliamentary Institute collects information pertaining to European law (EC/EU law) and, during its existence, has amassed extensive information resources concerning the Czech Republic’s integration process.


Since 1993, the Parliamentary Institute has been engaged in those PHARE projects whose goal has been to support the active participation of the Czech Parliament in the process of transposition of EC/EU legislation into Czech national law, where the legislative body must exercise its final and decisive powers. The European Law Centre was established within the context of these projects as an expert department of the Parliamentary Institute for the acquis communautaire. During the course of these PHARE projects, Parliamentary Institute personnel were trained in association with foreign experts from the T.M.C. Asser Institute for private and public international law and European law in The Hague. Moreover, a technical and documentary basis for the provision of EU-related information and for the preparation of analyses concerning the acquis communautaire has also been created. 


The Parliamentary Institute’s work in monitoring European legislation is subsequently expressed at the information and consultancy levels.


At the information level, the specialists employed by the Parliamentary Institute provide information on primary and secondary EC/EU legislation and on European Court of Justice jurisprudence. Upon request, they also prepare analyses of such legislation and comparative studies concerning the implementation thereof by the Member States. These studies are made available in digital format as the Works of the Parliamentary Institute on the Chamber of Deputies extra-net (i.e. they can be accessed by Deputies and Senators). Selected studies are accessible to the general public via the Chamber of Deputies web-site.


The Parliamentary Institute, in association with the Chamber of Deputies Committee on European Integration, participates in the publication of a monthly Selection of EU Documents, which contains references to draft legislative acts currently being discussed within the EC/EU bodies. The Selection is part of a project currently being prepared in connection with the application of Article 10b of the Czech Constitution. The project involves preparation for the execution of the Parliament’s power of supervision over the Government in the area of European affairs. Within the Selection, references to documents of a more significant nature are supplemented by brief summaries and comments prepared by the Parliamentary Institute. The Selection, including hyperlinks to the original EC/EU documents, is accessible on the Parliamentary Institute’s own web-site as well as on the web-site of the Committee for European Integration. In addition to the on-line version, the Selection is distributed in hardcopy to the individual committees within both Chambers of Parliament and to Universities.


Other Parliamentary Institute information activities include end-user training focused on the Justis-CELEX acquis communautaire database and co-operation with the Parliamentary Library in the continued expansion, updating and specialisation of its EC/EU library fund (collection) in the individual areas of EC legislation and EU political systems. This library collection, originally created in 1993 using PHARE project funds, consists of a coherent collection of specialised legal literature and related documents from the area of EC/EU legislation.


At the consultancy level, the Parliamentary Institute produces compatibility reports and participates in preliminary consultations. Based on Resolution no. 168 (1997) of the Organisational Committee of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament, the European Law Centre is obliged to produce information data (reports) on the compatibility with the acquis communautaire of all non-Cabinet draft bills and, upon request, of Cabinet draft bills, proposed draft amendments and approved draft amendments. These reports are available internally in the List of Works at I:\info\parlinst\prace_pi. Alternatively, the reports may be obtained on the web-site of the Parliamentary Institute at   http://www.psp.cz/extra/pspinfo/parlinst/prace_pi/ipkkp.htm.


All information reports are accurate in respect of the draft legislation at the time they are made and cannot reflect any later individually processed draft amendments. Moreover, as they are intended for the exclusive use of the Deputies and Senators, their contents cannot be disclosed or reproduced without the consent of the Parliamentary Institute and the author. Given these limitations, access to the reports is restricted to Chamber of Deputies extra-net users only.


Preliminary consultations are regulated by Cabinet Resolution No. 257 (2000), which prescribes the method of proving the compatibility of draft bills with EC legislation as well as the procedures for preliminary consultation on draft bills with the Committee for European Integration of the Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Parliament.


The submitter sends the materials containing the draft bills, as modified from the results of comment proceedings, to the Chair of the Committee for European Integration. The Chair appoints a reporter for the draft bill, who then proposes a date for consultations on the bill in co-operation with a Parliamentary Institute employee; a date for consultations on the materials is then agreed upon with the submitter. Following the consultations, a record of the consultation results is drafted and added to the materials containing the draft bill that are presented to the Cabinet. Unless otherwise agreed by the Prime Minister, no material containing a draft bill can be submitted to the Cabinet for discussion if it fails to include this consultation report. 


The last Parliamentary Institute activity in connection with EC/EU legislation is the organisation of training courses. An initial course in European Law is designed as a cycle of lectures on six topics. The lectures within each topic provide basic information on European legislation and EU policies for a selected area. The aim of this initial course is to supply basic facts regarding European institutions and their powers as well as on individual EU systems
. Training course participants include, in particular, committees of the Chamber of Deputies and Senate and senior officers of the Chamber of Deputies and Senate Offices.

Information compiled and presented by the Parliamentary Institute regarding its work:


Firstly, the Parliamentary Institute prepares annual statistics of its work. These statistics are based on data continuously entered into its internal task-assignment database. This electronic database includes the dates on which tasks were assigned, the names of persons or bodies making the information request (and in the case of persons, their political party), a brief description of the tasks and deadlines. Further information is added in the course of the processing of each task (the name of the employee processing the task, the delivery date and the method selected for handling the task). The database allows the quick searching of assignments and provides information regarding the current stage of completion; most importantly, the database facilitates the completion of the annual statistics. These statistics contain a list of works categorised according to the output form, purpose and political party of the ordering person. Additionally, they are made accessible to the general public on the Parliamentary Institute’s web-site.
The Parliamentary Institute’s official web-site is divided into two main parts made easily accessible by a practical use of frames and hyperlinks.

The first part contains information about past and present Parliamentary Institute activities and includes a list of employees and their respective specialisation. This part also contains the annual statistics, a variety of freely available Parliamentary Institute works as well as a form for submitting questions. As mentioned above, other Parliamentary Institute studies as well as news are not made available over the web-site and are only accessible internally over the Chamber of Deputies and Senate extra-net. 

The second part details the structure and activities of the European Law Centre, which falls under the Parliamentary Institute, and includes a list of and brief abstracts from the lectures of the initial European Law course and a list of reports concerning compatibility with the EC/EU legislation. The current EU information that is posted is very interesting, in particular the Selection of EU Documents. Within this Selection, useful translations and links to selected EU documents (which the Parliamentary Institute makes available to the general public in a well-arranged and clear form via its web-site) can be found.

The Parliamentary Institute’s web site can be found at http://www.psp.cz/kps/pi/ and excludes the studies and compatibility reports prepared by the Parliamentary Institute for the Deputies and Senators of the Czech Parliament (which are only accessible to Chamber of Deputies and Senate extra-net users).

In 2001, the Parliamentary Institute produced approximately 30 research papers, 75 written answers to queries, 104 other answers, 67 expert opinions on bills and conducted 24 preliminary consultations. 

In 2002, the Parliamentary Institute produced 33 research papers, 131 written answers to queries, 79 expert opinions on bills and conducted 18 preliminary consultations.

F. Electronic and special services

Since 2002, the Parliamentary Library has been working with the automated aRL system, which integrates all of the library´s activities (acquisition, cataloguing, loan protocols and serial administration) and offers user-friendly access to the catalogue through the Internet, where readers can not only look up, but also make reservations and check the status of their loans.

The Internet website of the Parliamentary is part of the Chamber of Deputies´ website. At the address http://www.psp.cz/kps/knih/ one can find information about the library´s services and collections, useful links and particularly the Joint Czech and Slovak Digital Parliamentary Library, which contains the texts of parliamentary prints, shorthand reports and other parliamentary documentation from the year 1848 to the present.

The aRL on-line catalogue offers records of books since the year 1969, periodicals from 1990 to the present, and the live collection before 1968. Records of older documents are also available on the website in the form of images of catalogue cards, and the library is currently working on their retro-conversion into an on-line catalogue.

G. Publications

Within the framework of its publication activities, the Parliamentary Library issues, in electronic form:

· Information Sheets of the Parliamentary Library,

· New Books of the Parliamentary Library and

· Overview of Legislative Activities of the Parliament of the Czech Republic.

The Parliamentary Institute publishes the following series:

· A List of Papers,

· The Parliamentary Institute Statistics,

· A Periodical Selection of EU Documents.

H. Parliamentary Archives

Parliamentary Archives is a separate section within the different department as the Parliamentary Library. 

There are two kinds of archival materials collected:

· personal files of the Members and

· documents generated during the parliamentary work of the Chamber of Deputies.

Members have access to the archives at any time without any permission. For outside users permission of the Secretary General is needed and obtained by written request.

I. Other parliamentary information services

The Press Department and the External Relations Unit organise reporting on the work of the Chamber of Deputies and its bodies, give information and produce general information materials for the public.

H U N G A R Y

Single-chamber Parliament: Magyar Országgyûlés ( ( Hungarian National Assembly)

Number of deputies: 386

Internet: www.mkogy.hu

Library of the Hungarian Parliament (Országgyûlési Könyvtár)

H-1053 Budapest, 1-3 Kossuth Lajos tér 

H-1357 POB 4

Internet: www.ogyk.hu

Opening hours: Monday to Thursday: 9 a.m.-8 p.m., Friday: 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 

                        Saturday: 9 a.m.-6 p.m.

Introduction

The Library of the Hungarian Parliament grants information services for the Members of Parliament (MPs), parliamentary groups of MPs, parliamentary committees, assistants of MPs, and staff members of the Office of Parliament. 

In addition, it acts as a library open to the public that ensures access to parliamentary documents for researchers, college and university students and interested members of the public. Law being its specialist area, it provides access to literature in Hungarian and foreign languages about legal and other social sciences, and extends related information. 

A. History of the Library

The library was called into being by the House of Representatives at the end of the 1860s to support legislative work. The Rules of Procedure adopted in 1868 puts it as follows: “The House shall set up a library for the use of its Members. Books and other types of documents shall be obtained that carry information needed for legislation.”

The library began operation in 1870. Initially housed on temporary locations, from 1873 it operated in the Old House of Representatives in Sándor Street. In 1902, alongside other parliamentary agencies, it moved to the then newly inaugurated Parliament Building. 

Until 1952 the library was not open to the public and was integrated into to the Office of Parliament and subordinated politically and professionally to the Library Committee of Parliament, the Speaker and, in certain aspects of its work, the plenary session of Parliament. 

Parliament’s constitutional role radically changed in Hungary as the country underwent sweeping social, economic and political changes following World War II and especially upon the emergence of a totalitarian state. In 1952, eighty years after its foundation, the library was transferred by a government decree to the ambit of the Ministry of Culture, and became an institution financed from the central budget. Initially it was categorized as a library open to the public, later on as an academic library and, with time, it became Hungary’s ‘No. 1’ law library. Although in subsequent decades a parliamentary resolution still obliged it to support legislative work, with Parliament carrying out merely formal activities, there was no genuine demand for its services. That is how the library lost its unique role. 

In the frame of the political transition and with the return of multi-party system in 1990, the library’s supervision returned to Parliament: that year it occurred de facto, a year later, de jure. The library has remained open to the public and retained its nationwide competence, yet its principal mission is to supply MPs with information and support legislative work with a plethora of information tools. In 1991 it set up a separate department to keep MPs informed (the Information Services for MP’s). 

In 1994 Parliament included the definition of the legal status of the library in its Rules of Procedure. 

B. General Administration

In 1991 the Parliament, and in terms of day-to-day work, the Speaker, regained supervision over the library. Since 1997 it has belonged to the Office of Parliament. In 1996 a Library Advisory Board attached to the Speaker was set up, and the move revived a panel that used to operate between the end of the 19th century and the middle of the 20th century. The panel is composed of a representative each of the parliamentary parties and the Parliament’s Secretary-General and Chief Financial Officer and senior officials of the library participate at the sessions. 

C. Terms of references
“A non-lending facility, the Library of the Parliament shall be an academic and  specialized library open to the public, for works in the realm of constitutional and legal science, political science, contemporary Hungarian and world history and shall collect documents of the Hungarian Parliament. It shall provide the parliamentary committees, parliamentary groups of MPs and their assistants as well as the official agencies of the Parliament with books and documents.” (Quote from the Rules of Procedure)

The library collects each of Parliament’s publications and those parliamentary documents (bills, minutes, MPs’ statements about their financial circumstances, etc.) that are requested by the Rules of Procedure. Further components of the collection are documents of foreign parliaments and official publications of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. In addition, the library collects a broad range of – the mostly – Hungarian literature of social sciences (economics, statistics and sociology). 

Since 1960 it has been a depositary library of books and official documents issued by the United Nations and, since 1999, of those published by the European Union. 

It is the duty of the library to provide participants in the legislative process with library and information services that are non-partisan and presuppose the users’ confidence. In recognition of the magnitude of its collection and expertise of its staff, ministries and other government agencies feature high among its external users. Learned members of the public (researchers, college and university faculty members, students and interested citizens) are also served by it. 

D. Staff and organization
Being at the disposal of both the legislature and the public, the Library of Parliament has a staff of about eighty. The librarians have the status of civil servants.

The library’s functions are defined by the Rules of Procedure of Parliament and the Act CXL of 1997 on Museum Institutions, Public Library Services and General Culture, and its operation is governed by its by-laws. The library is managed by the Director-General, whose work is assisted by a secretariat. Division of labour between two directors is as follows: 

Library Directorate  (3 departments)
Department of Acquisition and Cataloguing: acquisition and cataloguing the paper-based and electronically stored stock

Department of Special Collections: collecting and storing in a systematic way foreign parliamentary documents obtained by way of international exchange; keeping in the depositary collection official publications and documents of the UN and the EU; providing reference service

Reference Service for the General Public: responding to the enquiries of the users; taking care of the on-site and off-site materials

Bindery: conserving the books and documents and, in justified cases, rebinding them
Information Directorate  (4 departments)
The functions of the Information Services  for MPs  are as follows: 
1.
supporting Parliament’s legislative work and Parliament’s supervision of the Government, provide information for MPs for their constituency work and keep MPs, and their staff as well as government agencies informed; such work being done in two reading rooms and with librarians attached to some of the standing committees; 

2.
acquisition and cataloguing the reference collections that are kept in the reading rooms; 

3.
collecting and cataloguing the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents; providing reference services for the professional users of the library and for interested citizens; 

4.
participating in the building of the library’s databases on the Hungarian and foreign press and scholarly journals; 

5.
laying the foundations for a future research service.

Information Centre for MPs: set up in the Office Building for MPs in 1991, it is a complex information centre
, where the stock includes press publications in Hungarian and foreign languages, reference books, and there is access to the online databank of the Hungarian News Agency, and to other CD-ROM- and Internet-based information sources. The information specialists belonging to the library staff provide reference and SDI services.

Deák Reading Room
: information provided there covers the entire stock of the library, with special attention paid to the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents. CD-ROM- and Internet-based sources are also available there. The information specialists supply users with reference services. 

Size and qualifications of the staff:  11 persons have civil servant status and two are employed under contract. Eleven persons have college/university diploma and/or postgraduate degree in one of the following disciplines: law, history, political science, economics, sociology, philosophy, linguistics and library science, and certificates attest their knowledge of foreign languages. The two library assistants have secondary-level qualifications in librarianship. 

Department of Legal Literature: database building from Hungarian and foreign legal literature; provision of reference services;

Department of Documentation and Information: building databases in the following fields: Hungarian press, press articles with Hungarian relevance in the foreign press, foreign scholarly literature on key issues in world politics and world economy;

Department for Library Automation: application and development of computerized solutions, participation in the adaptation of ‘Corvina’ integrated library software. 

E. Library Services
The library has a collection of nearly 880 000 items, more than 2000 periodicals, half of which are Hungarian, the others from abroad.

Among the special collections mention should be made of the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents, which has a unique historical value: it is Hungary’s most exhaustive collection of parliamentary minutes and parliamentary papers dating as far back as the late 16th century. 

Services
1. The use of materials in the reading rooms

There are 200 seats for users in the reading rooms and research rooms. Fifty of these are in reading rooms reserved for MPs, where material is arranged on open shelves: in the Information Centre for MPs and where the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents are kept. Twelve seats each at the United Nations and European Union depositary collections are available to the general public, too.  

Note that with the spread of advanced tools of telecommunications, the demand has been growing for distant access to our services. That does not indicate any decrease in user demand however. All it means is that a part of the information is provided indirectly. 

2. Provision of value-added reference services (a precursor of the research service)

In the course of providing reference services, the library relies on its OPAC (on-line public access catalogue), its on-line or CD-ROM-based databases built from press articles and essays published in periodicals and various collections of studies, CD-ROMs purchased or received as a depositary library, relevant on-line and Internet sources and reference collections. Staff members at the enquiries desk answer queries – some of them simple, others requiring in-depth research – that are forwarded to them in person, by post, by phone, fax or e-mail. 

Examples: 
· facts and figures about the activities of present and previous parliaments,

· text of rules of law in force and without legal effect any more,

· original and amended texts of Hungarian rules of law,

· references to, and literature about, certain legal provisions, pre-1945 antecedents of the legal provisions concerned,

· minutes of the plenary and committee debates of certain bills,

· text of bills and their explanations, 

· foreign solutions to certain legal issues, 

· lists of rules of law,

· facts and figures about events, personalities in Parliament and other sections of public life,

· press surveys,

· current awareness service, SDI

3. The use of databases

MPs have been provided with notebook computers under the e-Parliament Programme. It is planned to ensure Internet access to the library’s OPAC and other library databases.

4. Copying service

Copying is done with abidance by the relevant copyright regulations. 

5. Lending

The library doesn’t lend documents to patrons. However, books and documents may be lent for MPs and officials of government departments - conservation considerations must be kept in mind, though. In addition, being a specialized library open to the public, the library takes part in inter-library loans under the National Document Supply System. 

6. Compiling lists and bibliographies

At the request of the users of the value-added reference service, information specialists compile bibliographies, lists of rules of law,  and lists of press articles etc.

F. Electronic and other special library services
Implements of information technology were used at the library for documentation for the first time in 1982. The first PC application is dated to 1988. Since 1989, the library has been operating numerous information services that rely on computerized databases: 

Self-produced databases
HUNPAK – the library’s on-line catalogue (OPAC); it is available on the Internet

T. Ház [( Distinguished House] database – information about bills (1985- ) MPs and committee minutes (1990- )

Database of Hungarian Legal Literature – bibliographic information about studies

Database of Foreign Legal Literature – bibliographic information about studies

PRESSDOK database – bibliographic information about articles and studies published in the Hungarian press

HUNDOK database – bibliographic information about news, commentaries and articles published about Hungary and Central Europe in foreign press publications

Information on World Politics – bibliographic information on studies published in foreign languages about international relations and the world economy 

European Union – reference handbook and CD-ROM.

The homepage of the library (www.ogyk.hu) will be dynamically developed in the near future. Presently it grants access to digitised items of the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents: almanacs (1884-1944), Rules of Procedure (1848-1990) and statistical maps about the parliamentary elections (1861-1915).

Parliamentary Information System: facts and figures as well as full-text databases about officeholders of the Parliament, the MPs, the organizational set-up and operation of the Parliament. 

Databases that are accessible because of the depositary library status: 
–
in the UN section: UNTREATY.UN.ORG


–
in the EU section: CELEX, Eur-lex, RAPID, CORDIS, EUDOR, SCADPLUS

Hungarian databases purchased
Parliamentary Diary 1990-2002 – full-text database of the minutes of the plenary meetings, CD-ROM

Press database of the Hungarian News Agency – on-line, full-text databank

COMPLEX Legal Database – full-text database of Hungarian rules of law in force, with an interface to the library’s Hungarian Law database (see above), CD-ROM

Corpus Iuris – full-text database of Hungarian rules of law, enacted from 1000 to the Constitution Act of 1949   CD-ROM

Database of the Central Statistical Office – facts and figures, on-line service

Hungarian and International Who Is Who – facts and figures,  CD-ROM

Hungarian National Bibliography – developed by the National Library, CD-ROM

Database on Hungarian Periodicals – bibliographic information on titles and location index

Bible – full-text database of nine Hungarian translations, CD-ROM

A Treasure Trove of Poems – all the poems of 50 eminent Hungarian poets, full-text database, CD-ROM

A Collection of Quotations – aphorisms, common sayings and quotations, CD-ROM

Internet access
Each computer installed in the Information Services for MPs and the MPs’ notebook computers have access to the Internet. 

G. Value-added reference services and research service
The MPs can get information from the library’s Information Services for MPs in any of the following ways: queries may be placed personally by MPs or their staff; a librarian/information specialist each is attached to some of the standing committees; background materials are compiled to aid legislative work, prepare the committee hearing of minister-elects or assist in the writing of speeches. Until now only a limited number of independent analyses and studies have been written owing to the diversity of functions this department has to discharge. 

The preparations for the launching of a research service would be inconceivable without invaluable international collegial relations. Experiences have been exchanged in Europe under the auspices of ECPRD and, outside Europe, the Parliamentary Libraries and Research Services Section of IFLA. With the assistance of those organizations, one another’s research efforts can be  mutually helped with data and the findings shared with the international community of parliamentary librarians. 

Information specialist of the library have been attached to some of Parliament’s standing committees since 1997: in view of the present size of the staff, a librarian each can be attached to nine of the 25 standing committees. These information specialist’ educational background was considered when assigning them to committees. They attend committee sittings and support work by compiling background materials (collecting press clippings or short biographies about minister-elects before they are heard by a committee, etc.) The background materials have the umbrella title of Házi Szemle  [( Info Pack].

Attachment to a committee often results in committee members approaching the librarian concerned, with other types of information requests (data mining, briefings, etc.). 

Having surveyed  the MPs  information need in 1994, the Information Services for MPs started compiling materials that aid legislative work and/or writing speeches. Occasionally other library divisions’ staff are also involved. Such materials come under the umbrella title of HáttérInformációk – Dokumentumok  [( Background Information – Documents]. The series has two subseries. 

So far, the department has compiled more than 60 volumes of materials that assist in legislative work (A subseries). Their structure are as homogenous as stable. The volumes include Hungarian legal antecedents of an act to be passed, relevant Hungarian rules of law in force and corresponding foreign national and international legal precedents ( with particular attention to the European Union legal system ( and related literature, statistical figures, and annotated lists of Hungarian and foreign works on the subjects concerned. Those volumes come in handy when MPs prepare for the committee or plenary debates of bills. They are updated as required. 

The volumes that are meant to help speech writing (B subseries) are arranged according to the national holidays. They include a historical survey of the holiday concerned, related literature and noted speeches of the past. Those volumes are updated annually. 

In the Budget Act for 2003, the Hungarian Parliament allocated a sum for creating the infrastructure for a research service to be set up under the auspices of the library. 

H. Publications of the Library
Regular Publications (series)
Background Information – Documents (see Research Service) – ten titles are compiled on average per year,  lenght between 100 and 600 pages

Info Pack (see Research Service) – produced on request, each having a length of between 15 and 60 pages

Preparations are underway to make both publications accessible via the Intranet and Internet.

INFO Social Sciences – coming out four times per year, it comprises research findings and analyses arranged according to topics, meant for political decision-makers (57 issues to date)

Selected provisional and working papers of the United Nations in the UN Depository Collection – monthly list with Hungarian key words of the subject, forwarded by e-mail to interested users

Non-regular publications
Relying on its own collection, the library has been compiling bibliographies. 

In 2002, when Parliament Building observed the centenary of its inauguration, the library published an almanac-type handbook titled A magyar Országgyûlés elnökei 1848-2002 [Speakers of the Hungarian Parliament 1848-2002], a collection of biographies. (The authors are Károly Jónás and Judit Villám.) 

I. Hungarian Parliamentary Documents

The Library of the Hungarian Parliament is the only collection in the country where both the MPs and the public have right to access such a multitude of parliamentary documents (historical as well as current ones). 

The library began collecting parliamentary documents systematically in the 1890s. Indeed, that activity has always been regarded a priority. Note however, that the library has no division for archival activity proper. For every practical purpose, the Hungarian Parliamentary Documents as a special collection operates under the aegis of the Information Services for MPs, can be considered as the archive of the Parliament in the library.

That collection was founded in 1962 as one of the library’s special collections. (At that time it was called Papers of the Hungarian Parliament.) The volumes are arranged in chronological order, and most of them are placed on open shelves. 

As for the period between 1580 and 1790, the collection mainly comprises handwritten documents of Hungarian parliaments. As a rule, those documents are 200 year old copies. Mention should be made of the documents that date back to the first half of the 19th century, especially the handwritten reports about the proceedings of the Diets in Pressburg, and the printed documents of the first national assembly elected on the principle of the people’s representation (1848-1849). The collection includes the following categories of documents of Parliament (which was bicameral until 1945): minutes of the plenary sessions (first issued in 1861), parliamentary papers (bills and reports), budgetary acts, final accounts, Rules of Procedure, almanacs, lists of MPs’ names and addresses, monographs on Hungarian history and the history of Parliament, and other useful sources of research. 

Since 1990, alongside minutes of plenary meetings and texts of bills, the collection has been covering an additional, highly informative category of documents: minutes of committee sessions.

Statements in which MPs provide information about their financial circumstances have been collected since 1997. 

As from 2003, a new function has been added to the terms of reference: collecting documents and objects that are donated to the Speakers.

Another division of the Office of Parliament, the Records Department, keeps further documents and papers that are generated in the course of the work of Parliament. That division is not open to the public; researchers need a special permit to get access to it. 

J. Other parliamentary information services
The Parliamentary Information System offers up-to-date data as well as full-text databases about the personalities, organizational set-up and operation of Parliament (www.mkogy.hu). 

Television monitors, mounted on the premises of the library, show a live broadcast of the plenary meetings. 

University students are regularly attached to the library, where they get hands-on training. The Information Services for MPs acquaint them with the information services provided for Parliament. 

Year by year hundreds of adults and children visit the library during the Open House programme on Cultural Heritage Day, which has been initiated by the Council of Europe.

POLAND

Bicameral parliament:  Senate

Numer of senators:        100

Senate Chancellery

Information and Documentation Office

Ul. Wiejska 6, 00-902 Warsaw

Tel. +48 (22) 694-24-32

Fax +48 (22) 694-24-28

e-mail: .senat@nw.senat.gov.pl
http://www.senat.gov.pl
Operating hours: Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., during Senate committee sittings – to 7:00 p.m., during Senate sittings – until completion of deliberations or until 7:00 p.m.

A. History
Historically, the institution of the Polish Senate was preceded by the Royal Council, which took shape in the middle of the 14th century. The history of modern Polish parliamentarism begins in 1493 with the establishment of the parliament (Sejm) composed of the King, Senate and Chamber of Deputies. The Senate comprised church and lay dignitaries appointed for life. In 1795, Poland lost independence for more than 120 years. Its recovery after World War One brought about the re-establishment of the Senate. Under the 2nd Polish Republic during the 20 years between the two world wars, there were five elections to the Senate. The last sitting of the upper house took place already after the German army entered Poland in September 1939. After World War Two, a unicameral parliament operated in the Polish People's Republic. It was only as a result of the "round table" agreement that, after close to 50 years of absence in Polish politics, the Senate was once again elected freely in 1989. The Senate of the 3rd Polish Republic comprises 100 senators elected for a four-year term. Since both houses of parliament are located in the same building complex, there was no need to establish a separate Senate library. Consequently, both houses of parliament are served by the Sejm Library (see Sejm). The establishment of the Senate Chancellery information services began in 1990. That was when the Research and Analysis Bureau was created. Throughout the years, the bureau has many times changed its name and structure. Today it operates under the name of Information and Documentation Office. 

B. General administration

The Senate Chancellery is subordinate to the Senate Speaker. It performs organizational and technical tasks supporting operations of the Senate and its agencies, and assists senators in fulfilling their mandate. The Chancellery is headed by the Chief of the Chancellery of the Senate, who answers for its performance to the Senate Speaker. 

The Chancellery comprises the following statutory seven organizational units headed by directors appointed and recalled by the Chief of the Chancellery: 

· Presidium Office;

· Senate Proceedings Office;

· Legislative Office;

· Legal and Organizational Office;

· Information and Documentation Office;

· Administration Office;

· Finance Office.

All substantive personnel of the Senate Chancellery are public employees. 
C. Terms of reference 

The Information and Documentation Office supplies information to Senate agencies, senators and Senate Chancellery employees, liaises with experts, and documents and popularizes Senate work and history. A separate section produces information on the EU and its laws. The office also manages Senate internet and archive services. It is also responsible for informing the public about Senate proceedings.

The primary role of the office is to serve as an information centre. Independent expert evaluations of particular bills are outsourced. 

D. Staff and organisation

The Information and Documentation Office comprises:

· Information and Research Unit - 11 positions;

· European Information Unit – 6 positions;

· Public Information and Education Unit – 11 positions;

· Internet Services Unit – 3 positions;

· Senate Archives – 7 positions. 

Jointly with the director, deputy director, two secretariat employees and an European Parliament liaison officer, the staff of the Information and Documentation Unit counts 43 people.

All substantive office staff are public employees. The Administration Office provides administrative and technical support to all Chancellery units.

E. Library services

See: Sejm Library. The Information and Documentation Office maintains only a reference library (approx. 3000 volumes), subscribes to 184 domestic and 45 foreign periodicals, and has a CD-ROM collection.

All collections are available on site. Photocopies of press articles can also be requested.

F. Electronic and special services

The Internet Services Unit manages the Senate web site (www.senat.gov.pl) and Senate Chancellery intranet. It edits material received from other units and creates its own communiqués. The current Senate web site contains several thousand documents: papers, resolutions, agendas, minutes of Senate and standing committees meetings, as well as information packages about the Senate, its agencies, senators, Senate history, visits, conferences, seminars, exhibitions, etc. In addition, the Internet Services Unit publishes a gazette on the Senate closed circuit TV. 

The Office uses many outside electronic information sources and creates its own databases, including:

· Senates of the World – a collection of basic, regularly updated information about senates worldwide.

· Notes on Sejm Proceedings – current internal reports on Sejm proceedings and notes on discussed resolutions and submitted or discussed amendments – available on the Senate Chancellery computer network.
· Collection of CD-ROMs containing a portion of the office and Senate Chancellery information resources.

· On-line document, photograph and recording catalogues.

· Database of requests and database of materials prepared on request.

· Correspondence database containing information on letters received by the Public Information and Education Unit (not available publicly owing to Personal Information Protection Act restrictions).

G. Research services of the Senate

One of the main tasks of the Information and Documentation Office is to prepare replies to queries submitted by senators, Senate agencies, Senate Chancellery personnel and senatorial bureaus, and supply materials and data needed to conduct comparative analyses. This information refers to many different fields including Polish legislature – the office prepares data relative to the current status of work on a bill or draft resolution and historical overviews of the legislative process involved in passing particular resolutions, and provides information on the performance of the Senate and the Sejm. A specialized section collects and supplies information on European integration, European Union, legal solutions adopted in the EU and legislation in other countries.

Senate agencies, particularly standing committees, commission the office to supply evaluations of important bills and draft resolutions, particularly those submitted by the government, as well as Senate legislative initiatives. These expert evaluations are outsourced to eminent experts outside the Senate Chancellery. 

The office also responds to queries addressed from other parliaments to the correspondent of the European Centre for Parliamentary Research and Documentation.

H. Publications of the Information and Documentation Office

· Senate Diary – unofficial publication of the Polish Senate on a variety of activities of the Senate and its agencies (bi-monthly).
· Selected Data on the Work of the Polish Senate – annual compendium of statistical and descriptive information relative to Senate activities.

· Senate of the Republic of Poland: Senate Agencies. Parliamentary political clubs. Senator biographies. A bilingual publication (in Polish and English) issued at the beginning of each term of parliament.
· Studies and Materials about the Senate – an installment publication on various legal and constitutional aspects of the bicameral system.

· Materials from conferences organized at the Polish Senate.

· Educational materials: brochures, folders, posters, etc.

· Senate web sites. 

Materials for internal use:

· Senator's Vademecum – issued at the beginning of the term.

· Senate in the Press – a publication issued on average every two weeks containing copies of domestic press articles about the Senate and senators.

· Press Information Service from the Database of the European Information Unit – brief discussions of Polish press articles on European integration, published weekly.

· Foreign Press Review – a selection of foreign press article abstracts, published in English, French, German, Hungarian and Romanian.

· Opinions – a series of publications containing evaluations and expert opinions commissioned in the course of the legislative process.

· Information on the Course of Senate Proceedings, New Bills, Government Performance and Cases Brought before the Constitutional Tribunal – prepared for every Senate sitting.

· Thematic studies, article selections, materials, information packages, bibliographies –  booklets published irregularly containing the outcome of research supporting conferences and seminars, or commissioned by individual senators.

· Senate Chancellery intranet sites.

I. Parliamentary Archives

The Senate Archives were established pursuant to the Act on National Archival Collections and Archives, which gives them the status of a separate entity not included in the state archival network.

They contain materials generated in the course of Senate and Senate Chancellery activities. They include records of proceedings of the Senate, Council of Seniors and presidia, standing committees, offices etc. They add up to more than 800 running meters of documentation.

Photographs documenting Senate and Senate Chancellery activities are also collected. There are recordings as well – approx. 4000 audio cassettes, recordings of Senate and Senate committee plenary sessions, as well as video recordings of Senate sittings. Work is currently underway on digitizing the recordings.

Archives personnel record all Senate proceedings. Important events taking place in the Senate are documented using video and digital photo equipment. 

The Senate Archives maintain contact with other archive facilities in Poland and abroad. They are a member of the International Council on Archives, Section for Archives of Parliaments and Political Parties (ICA/SPP).

J. Other parliamentary information services

Public information. The Public Information and Education Unit provides the public with information on the Senate and senators, organization of the upper house, its performance, legislative work taking place in the parliament and binding legal regulations. It also makes it possible for interested parties to observe directly Senate and Senate committee proceedings. 

The unit is also in charge of correspondence in matters concerning individual citizens: it presents the legal status applicable in the given case, suggests possible action and when necessary initiates assistance of pertinent institutions.

Providing senators with support in the execution of their right to intervene in matters brought forward by voters. Unit employees supply senators with information and studies, including legal information, and prepare drafts of intervention speeches. 

Educational activities set up to reach the largest possible number of recipients, particularly school-age youth. In addition to classes on Senate history, modern parliamentarism, seminars, etc., use is made of simulated Senate proceedings at which young people can actively learn the details of Senate legislative endeavors. Important contemporary and historical events associated with Senate operations are popularized through exhibitions and circumstantial displays. There are also tours of the Senate, during which visitors can see where both houses of parliament conduct their deliberations and learn about the historical and contemporary role of the parliament, particularly the Senate, under the democratic system. 

The office contributes to the preparation of conferences and seminars – contacts speakers, collaborates in the development of materials (presentations).
The media information service is provided by the Press Unit – a component of the Presidium Office.
POLAND
Bicameral parliament: Sejm (the first chamber)

Number of Deputies:   460          

Biblioteka Sejmowa (Sejm Library)

ul. Wiejska 4/6

00-902 Warszawa

Tel.:           (48-22) 628-85-45;  694-24-29 

Fax:            (48-22) 694-17-78 

Email:        parlib@sejm.gov.pl
Internet:     http://www.sejm.gov.pl/
                   (for the Library follow <Kancelaria Sejmu> and then 

                   <Strony biur  KS> and <Biblioteka Sejmowa> or see below
:                    

                   http://bs.sejm.gov.pl:4001/ALEPH/
Opening hours: Non-sitting period: Monday to Friday 08:30 to 20:00 hrs

               Sitting period: 08:30 to 20:00 hrs or rising of the House if later

               Closed to the external public during the sitting period

               Closed on parliament’s recess (usually in August)



Bicameral parliament: Sejm (the first chamber)

Number of Deputies:  460          

Biuro Studiów i Ekspertyz (Bureau of Research)

ul. Zagórna 3 (3 Zagórna Street)

00-441 Warszawa

Tel.:           (48-22) 694-17-27 

Fax:            (48-22) 694-18-65 

Email:        research@sejm.gov.pl
Internet:     http://www.sejm.gov.pl/
                   (for the Bureau follow <Kancelaria Sejmu> and then 

                   <Strony biur KS> and <Biuro Studiów i Ekspertyz> or see below:

                   http://biurose.sejm.gov.pl

 HYPERLINK http://bs.sejm.gov.pl:4001/ALEPH/ 

Opening hours: 3 Zagórna Street: Monday to Friday 08:00 to 16:00 hrs

                          Inquiry Office of Parliamentary Consultants (Wiejska Street,

                         Building K, room 12)

                         Non-sitting period: Monday to Friday 08:00 to 16:00 hrs

                         Sitting period: 08:00 to the rising of the House 



Introduction

Polish parliament is composed of two chambers: the Sejm and the Senate, each of them having a separate administrative body known as Chancellery. Some services and facilities under the management of the Chancellery of the Sejm (Parliamentary Guard, Deputies Hotel, Computer Centre, Intranet, general data bases, transport services, printing office, ) are integrated and serve both chambers alike. Each chamber has its own information services, specialised databases and a separate website. 

Two bureaux (departments) of the Chancellery of the Sejm are engaged in providing information to the Sejm: the Sejm Libraryand the Bureau of Research. 

The Sejm Library serves both chambers and is open to the public as well. 

The Bureau of Research does research work for the Sejm. 

J. History

History of the Polish Parliament

Polish parliamentarism originates from the Middle Ages. In 1493 the Sejm constituted itself as a general assembly consisting of three estates: the King, the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies representing local communities from all over the country. It strengthened its position in 1505 with the adoption of the Nihil Novi Constitution under which no new laws could be adopted  without the joint consent of the Senators and Deputies. 

In 1791  the Constitution of 3 rd May set up a system of parliamentary government with the King as a head of state. It was the first modern constitution in Europe and second only to the Constitution of the United States. The anniversary of the enactment of the Constitution of 1791 is celebrated as a National Day. 

The partitions of Poland between Austria, Prussia and Russia ended the independent existence of the Polish State in 1795, though later on a number of quasi-states and  temporary entities were formed and quasi-parliamentary bodies performed limited functions. 

After Poland had regained its sovereignty the Sejm was re-established as constituent assembly in 1919 with the task to decide on the form of government. A democratic constitution providing for a bicameral parliamentary system was adopted in March 1921. By the mid thirties the role of the Sejm in the Polish political system was substantially limited by the new April Constitution of 1935.

Under the communist regime, the Constitution of 1952 established a single-chamber Sejm with the status of  “the supreme state organ”. A facade institution as it was, its  structures played an important role in the democratic transition which started in 1989 and which also  brought the re-establishment of the Senate. The first fully democratic election to the renewed Sejm was  held in 1991.

For almost a decade the Sejm functioned under the rule of interim constitutional provisions. The new Constitution was enacted in April 1997. It  provides that  the legislative power in the Republic of Poland is exercised by the Sejm and the Senate (Article 95), and in instances specified in the Constitution, the Sejm and the Senate sitting in joint session act as the National Assembly (Article 114).

History of the Sejm Library

The Sejm Library was started  at the end of 1919 and, following numerous organisational changes, it began to perform the function of the Sejm and Senate library and archives. In 1939 the Library's collection amounted to 78,000 volumes.

During the World War II, in September 1939, a fire destroyed part of the collection while the remaining 62,000 volumes were transported by the Germans to Berlin where they disappeared. Only a small part of the collection was returned to Poland.

After World War II, as the library of a unicameral Parliament, it was denominated the Sejm Library and began to build up its collections from scratch.

In 1991, the Sejm Library took over the 145,000 volume library collection of the former Archives of the Polish Left, and in 1993, the Sejm Archives was incorporated into it. 

In September 2002, the European Information and Documentation Centre (OIDE) was established as a unit of the Sejm Library.

History of the Bureau of Research

The Bureau of Research (Bureau) was established by a resolution of the Presidium of the Sejm, dated 25 September 1990. In practice, it started to operate at the beginning in autumn 1991 with 30 researchers. Successively, the number of staff has increased and their tasks extended.

In 1996 the Budget Analyses Division was created to support the Public Finance Committee and in 1998 the former Group of European Integration and became the Division of European Law  supporting the Sejm’s European Committee.

K. General administration

The Chancellery performs organisational, technical and advisory tasks related to the activities of the Sejm and its organs assisting the Deputies in the exercise of their mandate both in the parliament and in constituencies. 

The Chancellery is directed by its Chief and his two deputies. 

The Chief of the Chancellery is the superior of all the employees of the Chancellery and is responsible for implementation of the budget of the Chancellery of the Sejm as well as for the management  of the property administered by the Chancellery of the Sejm. 

The Chancellery operates under general guidelines of  the Rules and Deputies’ Affairs Committee which also supervises the Chancellery’s work. 

The Chancellery has 19 bureaux subdivided into divisions.

The total number of staff is 1180. 

 For the structure of the Sejm Chancellery see: www.sejm.gov.pl. 

L. Terms of reference

The Sejm Library's activities are primarily intended to meet the needs of the Sejm and the Senate, parliamentary factions, Deputies and Senators, parliamentary research services and other employees of the Chancelleries of the Sejm and the Senate. The Library is also accessible [open] to academics [scholars and researchers] and the general public other  people interested in parliamentary matters. Within the national library network it plays the role of the main law library in Poland.

The Bureau of Research provides information and expert opinions for Deputies, the organs of the Sejm and the parliamentary administration.

The scope of the Bureau’s work is adjusted to the needs of the Parliament. This concerns the Sejm’s legislative function in particular, but it relates to the Sejm’s control function as well.
M. Staff and organisation

The Sejm Library is headed by the director who is assisted by two deputy directors and the secretariat.

The Sejm Library consists of the following organisational units:

· Acquisitions Division (staff of 9)

· Cataloguing Division (staff of 13)

· Users' Services Division (staff of 19)

· Social History Collection Division (staff of 4)

· Preservation and Conservation Division (staff of 7)

· Sejm Archives (staff of 6)

· Museum Division (staff of 2)

· European Information and Documentation Centre (staff of 6)

· IT Group (staff of 4) 

The Sejm Library has a full-time staff of 76, of whom 54 are university graduates (including 6 persons with a doctoral degree). Half of them are graduated librarians.

The Bureau of Research has 81 employees, 26 of them working part-time. It is administered by a director and his deputy; the secretariat is composed of two secretaries. Among Bureau staff, there are 10 professors and 18 persons holding the doctor’s degree. Three fourth of the employees are specialist researchers, and one fourth are an auxiliary staff (translators, database managers, editors).

Analytical divisions of the Bureau of Research

Legal Opinions Division (staff of 30):


Deputies’ Legal Consultants Group (staff of 8);


Parliamentary Law Group (staff of 6);


European Law Group (staff of 7);


Legislative Opinions Group (staff of 9).

Economic and Social Analyses Division (staff of 20):


Social Affairs group (staff of 8);


Economic System Group (staff of 8);


International Affairs Group (staff of 4).

Budget Analyses Division (staff of 10):


Financial Analyses Group (staff of 7);


State Budget Group (staff of 3).

Information and Documentation Division (staff of 16):


Inquiry Office of Parliamentary Consultants
 (staff of 2);


Translation Group (staff of 6);


Documentation and Data Bases Group (staff of 6);


Editorial Group (staff of 3).

N. Library services

The Sejm Library provides not only typical library services (access to documents) but is an information centre, with basis composed of the Library's collections as well as internal and external electronic sources.

The Sejm Library collects at present: 

    - library materials, 

    - archival documents (Sejm Archives, see Section I), 

    - museum exhibits (Museum Division). 

Collections of library materials (December 2002 - ca. 465,300 units) consist of two physically separate parts, each of them of different origin and character, and kept in a different location. The first one - the so called main library collection - consists of materials related to the main function of the Sejm Library as a parliamentary library, which have been collected from the beginning of the Library. 

The main library collection contains a unique, complete set of publications of the Sejm and the Senate starting from 1919 (bills, shorthand records, verbatim reports (bulletins) of the sittings of the parliamentary committees, etc.) and Polish legislation (official journals Dziennik Ustaw and Monitor Polski, official journals of ministries and central agencies, and voivodships), and the same type of publications from about 30, mainly European, countries. 

For more than 50 years the Sejm Library has been a deposit library for the United Nations publications, and since 1994 it has had similar status for publications of the Council of Europe; it also collects official publications of the European Union, Western European Union and NATO. 

In the selection of books and journals for the Sejm Library detailed content-based criteria are

applied. Particularly rich are collections of Polish and foreign publications in the following areas: 

· law, especially constitutional law, parliamentary law, administration, local government, international law, and also philosophy and sociology of law, as well as principles of law making and law interpretation, 

· the state and political system, 

· international relations and organisations,

· political sciences, 

· economics, 

· history. 

Size of the main library collection of the Sejm Library (December 2002): ca. 317,700 units in total, including: parliamentary and official publications (ca. 68,100 vol.; 172 Polish and 241 foreign current titles); publications of international organisations (ca. 17,900 vol.; some 245 current titles);  books  (ca. 154,600 vol.; annual growth ca. 4,000 vol., including about 40% of foreign accessions); journals  (ca. 74,100 vol.; 765 current titles, including 301 foreign ones);  computer files  (90 titles, including some 30 titles updated on a regular basis).

The collection of the Museum Division (5,190 units in total) contains objects of art (paintings, graphic art, drawings, posters), documents (rare prints, manuscripts, election campaign leaflets etc.) and numismatic objects depicting the history of Polish parliamentary system starting from the 15th century, and also a rich collection of photographs from the inter-war and post-war years. These exhibits serve, among others, to create virtual exhibitions. 

Automated Catalogue (size in May 2003: 63,500 records) is a common database of all new items received by the Sejm Library, and also by the library of the Bureau of Research. It contains:

· records of books starting from the 1979 date of publication;

· records of current serials (including parliamentary and official publications as well as publications of international organisations) containing holdings information starting from the 1994 date of coverage. 

Direct user services are provided by the following units of the Users' Services Division: 

Main Reading Room, Information Desk and Media Resource Centre (Mediateka), as well as by the European Information and Documentation Centre and also by the Social History Collection (ZHS) Reading Room. Except the last one, they are located in the main buildings of the Sejm. 

Range of services available in the Main Reading Room:

· open access to the permanent reference book collection of the Reading Room, current Polish official publications and selected current periodicals;

· access (via the librarian on duty) to the publications of the Sejm and Senate of the current term of office; 

· on-site access to material held in the stacks of the main library collection; 

· copying of material coming only from the Library's collections; 

· individual loans (only for the Deputies, Senators, members of the Constitutional Tribunal, Tribunal of State, and also staff of the Chancellery of the Sejm, Chancellery of the Senate); 

· interlibrary loans for the Library's users; 

· interlibrary loans for other national and foreign libraries.

Information Desk provides the following services:

· direct access to the card catalogues of the main library collection and to the automated catalogue, as well as to other databases of the Sejm Library, databases of the Chancellery of the Sejm and databases on CD-ROM, diskettes, and also available online; 

· answering enquiries on the spot, by phone or in writing, corresponding with the profile of the main library collections, which involves the following types of information: 

· bibliographic - providing information about documents in the Library's collections, and also about literature on a specific subject (compiling subject lists), 

· factual - dates, names and other similar facts, 

· full-text - supply of xerocopies or computer printouts of unique documents, , 

· referral - referring users to institutions or persons other than the Sejm Library, whose activity corresponds with users' specific needs.  

Media Resource Centre (Mediateka) offers:

· on-site access to video recordings produced by the Centre itself of the Sejm sittings of the current term of office, and also selected TV programmes from the last three months referring to politics, social and economic matters; 

· occasional or regular copying of selected recordings of the Centre onto cassettes supplied by users; 

· information about the contents of current and deleted recordings. 

The recordings of the Sejm sittings are submitted to the Sejm Archives after the end of each term of the Sejm (see Section I).

The basic task of the European Information and Documentation Centre (OIDE) is to support the Members of the Polish Parliament, and the staff of the Chancellery of the Sejm in finding the necessary information on the EU.

OIDE informs about the EU, its structures, about the main lines of its operation, on the debate on the future of Europe, and the work of the Convention.  OIDE devotes much of its attention to the EU enlargement.

OIDE provides information about the progress of adjusting of the Polish law to the EU legislation, about the Sejm debates concerning the EU, on the work of the European Committee of the Sejm, and the activities of the Sejm of the Republic of Poland on the international scene in the field of co-operation with the Union.  One of the forms of realisation of these objectives is the Internet service (oide@sejm.gov.pl.), 

Deputies and Senators amount to some 30% of Library's permanent users, and the percentage of queries from the Parliament is much higher (over 50%). Thus, while the traditional role of the Library as an information provider is slightly decreasing, its new role as an information producer is growing rapidly.

Research Services of the Sejm

The Bureau of Research makes expert reports, studies and analyses with regard to the interpretation, contents and implementation of legal provisions, primarily in the field of constitutional, administrative, civil, business, labour and penal laws.

The Bureau prepares reports, studies and information on: the economic policy, budget and economic system of the state, taxes, international economic co-operation, regional and cross-border co-operation, systems of government, regulations and institutional solutions adopted by different systems, European integration, international relations, Polish foreign and defence policies, agriculture, environment protection, social policy and other questions of interest to the parliament.

The Bureau provides opinions on bills including their legal, social, economic, environmental or financial impact on the state budget.

The Parliamentary Law Group prepares expert reports in the area of constitutional law and practice. The European Law Group gives opinion on both government bills and private member’s bills, from the point of view of their conformity to the European Union law. The responsibilities of the Budget Analyses Division include giving opinions on the provisions of the budget bill and drafting amendments to that bill.

At their request,  the Bureau commissions experts’ opinions from outside specialist   for  Sejm committees’ and  parliamentary groups.

The Bureau undertakes research and studies on its own initiative, providing the Sejm organs with information for the purpose of the legislative process. These studies are published in seven publication series.

During plenary meetings the Inquiry Office of Parliamentary Consultants provides Deputies with specialist information and advice.

Furthermore, by the order of the Sejm organs, on its own initiative and within the framework of interparliamentary co-operation, the Bureau of Research organises conferences and seminars.

O. Electronic and special services

While the Sejm main website and databases thereon are maintained by the Computer Centre (see Section J), separate information system of the Sejm Library, placed on another platform and with its own website (http://bs.sejm.gov.pl:4001/ALEPH/), offers a number of databases prepared and maintained by the Library itself.

The Sejm Library produces at present 9 databases:

· main catalogue of the Sejm Library,

· descriptions of Sejm sittings video recordings,

· descriptions of  Polish TV (public and private) recordings,

· descriptions of harmonisation process of Polish law with the European Union requirements in legislative work of the Sejm (supplied with links to full texts of documents), 

· texts of all the Polish constitutions (in Polish and translations) and  selected Polish translations of current foreign constitutions and documents of international organisations,

· descriptions of objects collected by the Sejm Museum Division,

· descriptions of the Polish press articles,

· catalogue of old prints preserved by the Sejm Library,

· thesaurus created by the Sejm Library.

All these databases are maintained by ALEPH software and are distributed, free of charge, on the Internet.

The Sejm Library has obtained access to many online databases, of which the most frequently used are the full-text databases concerning Polish law and Polish press archives.

P. Services provided by the Bureau of Research

The Bureau of Research adheres strictly to the rule of impartiality: information, opinions, studies and expert appraisals provided explore all available materials and resources, do not express politically-biased opinions and treat all the users on equal basis. Personal data about Deputies requesting  opinions is confidential.

All the material produced is stored in the REX full-text database. The REX database is not available to the public. In mid-2003 the database contains 22,000 records. The statistical analysis of the demand for information allows the Bureau to adjust swiftly to the needs of the Sejm. 

The Bureau of Research carries out an average of 2500 requests (a single request sometimes requires making several opinions or analyses) in writing, every year  and 5000 oral consultations on legal matters and other minor services.

In 2002, the Bureau:

· carried out 2635 studies,

· prepared over 8000 pages of publications,

· organised three seminars,

· translated 2808 pages of text,

· drafted 1016 amendments to budget bills, 

· Deputies’ Legal Consultants Group provided 5328 services.

H. Publications

The Sejm Library publishes the following publications on regular basis:

· quarterly selected lists of new books acquired by the Sejm Library,

· weekly press-cuttings on the Sejm.

Among the more important publications of the Sejm Library are also the Polish translations of current foreign constitutions (more than 30 so far), multilingual microthesauri of the Library indexing system (compatible with EUROVOC, ca 20), multivoluminous directory of Deputies and Senators of the Second Republic of Poland (1919-1939) and recently Zeszyty OIDE (the bulletin of the European Information and Documentation Centre).

The Bureau of Research publishes the following series:

▪ Informacje BSE (Information), brief topical information on selected problems under the Sejm’s consideration;

▪ Raporty BSE (Reports), the Bureau’s own research publications;

▪ Materiały i Dokumenty BSE (Materials and Documents), collection of documents and press clippings, in original language or translated, dedicated to specific issues considered by the Sejm;

▪ Ekspertyzy wykonane na zlecenie BSE (Experts’ Opinions), opinions prepared by outside experts on request of the Bureau;

▪ Prace studialne (Studies), publications of more laborious, independent studies by the Bureau’s staff employees;

▪ Przegląd Sejmowy (The Sejm Review), questions of the parliamentary system and of the constitutional law.

Bureau of Research Bulletin series includes:

▪ Ekspertyzy i Opinie Prawne (Legal Experts’ Opinions), selection of expert opinions by the Legal Opinions Division of the Bureau;

▪ Przekłady Aktów Prawnych (Legal Acts Translations) of normative acts of other states and international organisations;

▪ Konferencje i Seminaria (Conferences and Seminars), collections of materials and records of the proceedings of the conferences organised by the Bureau.

Additionally, for the Sejm sittings the Bureau provides fascicles containing collections of opinions on bills scheduled for the first reading at plenary sitting.

The Bureau’s yearly average of publications is about 200 items with a total number of pages exceeding 5000. The issue of the basic publication series ranges between 200 and 600 copies.

Copies of the Bureau’s publications are available to the Deputies and their staff at the Inquiry Office of Parliamentary Consultants. Older publication out of print are provided on request. They are available also in the Sejm Library’s Reading Room. Full texts of selected publications may be also found on the Bureau’s web site.

I. Parliamentary Archives

The Sejm Archives was created as separate state archives in 1991; during the structural change of the Chancellery of the Sejm in 1993 it was incorporated into the Sejm Library as one of its divisions.

The Sejm Archives collects archival documentation produced as a result of the work of the Sejm and its organs, i.e. minutes from the sittings of the Sejm, Presidium of the Sejm, Sejm Committees and Subcommittees, minutes from the meetings of the Council of Seniors, documentation of enacted statutes and resolutions of the Sejm, and Deputies' questions and interpellations, Sejm bills, verbatim reports from the sittings of the Sejm etc., and also audio and video recordings of the sittings of the Sejm and Sejm Committees.

The Sejm Archives receives on a deposit basis the archival documentation created by parliamentary factions and Deputies' offices as well as by the Polish Group of the Interparliamentary Union.

It also performs  the function of the archives of the Chancellery of the Sejm.

The task of the Sejm Archives is also to collect and prepare editions of archival sources to the history of Polish parliamentary system. 

Size of the Sejm Archives collections:

· files 1919 - 2002:  771,35 running metres,

· audio recordings 1962-2002 (tapes and cassettes): 32,267 pcs,

· video recordings 1981-1982 and 1991-2002: 2,509 cassettes.

J. Other parliamentary information services

Electronic information about the Sejm 

All traditional records of parliamentary activities are at present computer-processed and made simultaneously available in electronic as well as printed format. Computer databases, at the beginning accessible in local network only, since 1995 have been available on the Internet (http://www.sejm.gov.pl).

At present there are 8 databases produced by the Chancellery of the Sejm, maintained by the Computer Centre of the Chancellery, and distributed, free of charge, on Internet. All data is available in Polish only. 

There are the following databases offered:

· INTERNETOWY SYSTEM INFORMACJI PRAWNEJ (Internet Legal Information System)  - descriptions of legal acts published in Polish official journals Dziennik Ustaw and Monitor Polski since 1918 and consolidated texts thereof,

· SPRAWOZDANIA STENOGRAFICZNE (Shorthand Records) - full texts of the Sejm sittings shorthand records (since 1991),

· BIULETYNY KOMISJI (Committees Bulletins) - full texts of the verbatim reports of the Sejm committees debates (since 1993),

· INTERPELACJE I ZAPYTANIA POSELSKIE (Interpellations & Questions) - descriptions (since 1989) and full texts of interpellations, questions and Deputies' statements (since 1997),

· PROCES LEGISLACYJNY (Legislative Process) - descriptions of all stages of the legislative process with regard to all proposed bills (since 1989), together with links (since 1993) to full text of relevant Sejm papers and enacted statutes as well as main votings results (summaries and by roll call),

· DRUKI SEJMOWE (Sejm Papers) - descriptions and full texts of Sejm papers: bills, draft resolutions, reports of the Sejm committees, governmental reports, etc. (since 1997),

· INFORMACJE O PRACACH KOMISJI  (Information on Sejm Committees Activity) - short daily information on committees activity (since 2001),

· REJESTR KORZYŚCI (Register of Deputies' Interests) - texts of Deputies' property declarations and information on financial interests (since 2001).

Apart from the databases, more information can also be found at Chancellery of the Sejm Internet site and on sites of many bureaux of the Chancellery of the Sejm which are linked to the main site. English versions of the Sejm Internet information are provided as well, but they are considerably less detailed so far.

Sound and video recordings
Since 1963 the Tele-Radiophonic Unit of the Chancellery of the Sejm records the plenary sittings of the Sejm on audiotape, and starting with the 10th term of the Sejm (June 1989) - also the  sittings of the Sejm committees. Since 1991 the sittings of the Sejm have been video-recorded by the Media Resource Centre (Mediateka) - a unit of the Sejm Library (see Section E).  Both audio- and video recordings  are archived in the Sejm Archives (see Section I). 

Moreover, since 1989 there are regular public television (from 9 am till 3 pm on every day the Sejm is in session) and radio broadcasts of the Sejm sittings. 

Furthermore, the Sejm WWW site offers the possibility of the Sejm sittings sound broadcast.

Parliamentary documentation for citizens

Both parliamentary chancelleries prepare special publications on the Sejm and the Senate and their activity, such as, for example, very popular current reference publications: the Kronika Sejmowa (Sejm Chronicle) and Informacja o działalności Sejmu (Information about the Sejm activity), information about Deputies, Sejm organs, parliamentary factions and groups.  Such publication are of interest both inside and outside the Parliament. 

Most of parliamentary documentation is available to the public as well. However, not all parliamentary documents are broadly distributed. Part of them belongs to the formal parliamentary documentation (as, for instance, the minutes), some others are obviously excluded from public accessibility (for instance, the documentation of the Sejm or committees sittings in camera). Nevertheless, many parliamentary documents are available to citizens by means of printed documents, Internet databases and other Internet information. 

The main core of parliamentary documentation is stored at the Sejm Library, open to the public. The Sejm Library distributes many parliamentary documents to Polish organisations such as the public libraries and universities, which retain them for reference and research purposes. It is also possible for individuals to buy the printed parliamentary documents and other publications of the Sejm Publishing Office.

SLOVAKIA

Unicameral Parliament: National Council of the Slovak Republic

Number of members:     150

Library:

Parlamentná knižnica
Nám. A. Dubčeka 1

812 80 Bratislava

Tel.: 004212/59341277, 59341278

Fax.: 004212/54415541, 54411825

e-mail: gadugeor@nrsr.sk 

Internet: www.nrsr.sk
Introduction:

Library and Information Service is the responsibility of the Parliamentary Library and the Department for Analysis and Training.  Parliamentary Archives is responsible for the archives services. Distribution of parliamentary documents to institutions and to the public is the responsibility of the Information Centre for the Public.

A. History

The origin of the Parliamentary library can be traced to 1991 after the Velvet revolution in the former Czechoslovakia. The resolution expressed the member´s needs for the reference library in connection with their legislative work. The administration of the library was in the hands of the vice-chairman of the parliament and the head of the chancellery. In 1993 the Parliamentary library became a self-standing department within the Chancellery of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. The library is situated in the Bratislava Castle area, near the building of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. In 1997 the library became a part of the Parliamentary Institute.

B. General Administration

The Parliamentary Institute is a part of the Chancellery of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. The main task of the Chancellery is to provide professionally, organizationally and technically the activity of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, which is the only constituent and legislative authority in the Slovak Republic. In order to fulfil effectively and properly all the tasks, which result from the Act on the Rules of Procedure as well as from other legal regulations, there have been in the Chancellery established four sections:

1. Section for Parliamentary Activities

2. Section of the Head of the Chancellery

3. Section for Financial Management and Operations

4. Parliamentary Institute

The status and content of the Parliamentary Institute has been since January 1st 1997 appointed directly by the Act on the Rules of Procedure of the National Council of the Slovak Republic. On the basis of this charge the Parliamentary Institute undertakes the information and educational tasks connected with the activity of the National Council of the Slovak Republic and its members. 

The amount and variety of information necessary for the members of parliament and the legislative body activity demand co-operation of the 6 divisions of the Parliamentary Institute, which are:

1. Department for Legislation and Law Approximation

2. Department for Analysis and Training

3. Parliamentary Library Department

4. Parliamentary Archives (desk)

5. Information Centre for the Public (desk)

6. Foreign Assistance (desk)

C. Terms of Reference

The primary responsibility of the Parliamentary Library and the Department of Analysis and Training is to acquire and make accessible, in printed and electronic form, the information necessary for the work of the Members of Parliament and the staff of the Chancellery. Parliamentary library is not a public library, the public and researchers have access to the library www site.

D. Staff and Organization

Parliamentary library has 9 librarians headed by the director. It consists of 3 divisions:

a/ Division of the Library System

b/ Division of the Expert Searches Services

c/ Division of the Interlibrary Cooperation.
Department of Analysis and Training consists of 2 divisions headed by the director /with altogether 11 specialists/:

a/ Division of Economic and Social Analysis

b/ Division of Internal and Foreign Politics Analysis and European Integration. 

E. Library Services

Parliamentary library provides the library stock of books, periodicals and other documents and resources of information and the staff of the library provides reference services, thematically expert searches and creates the automated database of books, periodicals and articles from selected periodicals. 

The Parliamentary library provides for the members of parliament and other users: law literature, complete collection of laws, shorthand writings of all legislative bodies since 1918, EU literature as well as other information resources.

Number of books collection: 110 000 volumes.

Number of periodicals: 1 000 titles

CD-ROM databases: 60 titles

Special collection: parliamentary documents, collection of laws. 

The tasks are provided in the Law and European Union Reading-room, the General Information Center and the Periodicals Reading-room.

F. Electronic and Special Services

Parliamentary library provides on Intranet its automated library system T-Series, thematic research, new books and the list of the periodicals. EUROVOC Thesaurus has been used for indexing library collection since 2003. 

Parliamentary documents of the sessions of the former Slovak parliaments and the present National Council of the Slovak Republic have been digitalized and put on the common Czech-Slovak Digitalized Library web page.

Special services are provided for the Partner Libraries of the Chancellery of the National Council of the Slovak Republic with the aim to provide information about the work of the parliament to the public through 18 selected libraries in Slovakia.

The debates of the session of the parliament are provided both on Intranet and on Internet,  /www.nrsr.sk/. Intranet and Internet offers the legislative tracking, too. On Intranet it is also possible to search the legal databases and economic databases on-line /ASPI, JURIX, CELEX, EIS/. These services are provided by the Information Technologies Department. 

G. Research Services of the Parliament

The Department of Analysis and Training provides information, analysis and the results of the scientific research, which are connected with the issues discussed in the National Council of the Slovak Republic or its bodies.

In order to adjudicate the bills, the department publishes regularly information about economic and social situation in the Slovak Republic and it prepares the standpoints where the analysis of factual problems of the bills is provided, when needed. The staff prepares the comparison of the proposed legal regulation with legal regulations of other states on demand and also the answers to concrete questions of the members of parliament. 

Besides the tasks connected directly with the legislative activity of the National Council the department prepares on demand of members of the delegations documents for the discussions of the members of parliament in international bodies and organizations. 

In the area of education the department participates in preparation of seminars, conferences and trainings, which are organized for the members of parliament and the staff by the Parliamentary Institute.

H. Publications

Parliamentary library provides all its documents on Intranet and Internet. In printed version it publishes: 

- New Books /monthly/ 

- Thematic Research 

- List of Periodicals

- in 2002 the Slovak version of the EUROVOC Thesaurus was published.

The Department of Analysis and Training publishes:  

-    Information Materials /according to the debate of the parliament/
· Monitor /actual information for the parliament from media/

· Economic and Social situation in the Slovak Republic /monthly/
· Information about the Social situation in the SR  /quarterly/

The list of these publications is provided on Intranet and Internet.
I. Parliamentary Archives

The Parliamentary archives provides archiving of all documents and written materials sent to the National Council, to its committees, special controlling bodies and commissions and to the Chairman and Vice-chairmen of the National Council. It also archives the written documents sent to and answered by the Chancellery of the National Council. The processed materials are provided to the National Council bodies, members of parliament, the staff of the chancellery and, after the approval of the head of the Chancellery, they are also provided to other bodies and institutions.

J. Other Parliamentary Information Services

The Information Centre for the Public fulfils the tasks which result for the Chancellery from the Act on Free Access to Information. In fulfilling this task the staff of the Information Centre actively provides information about the activity of the National Council, mostly about the program of its session, the attendance of the members of parliament, the results of the voting, the bills, and the staff also answers the requests which were sent to the chancellery on the basis of the information act.







� For more information concerning the topics and lists of lectures, please refer to � HYPERLINK "http://www.psp.cz/kps/pi/prehled.htm" ��http://www.psp.cz/kps/pi/prehled.htm�





� The Information Centre for MPs is run jointly by the Library and General Secretariat of the Parliament.  The staff members who are delegated there by the General Secretariat inform users about the day-to-day operation of the Parliament. 


� Ferenc Deák was one of the famous Hungarian Parlamentarians in the 19th century.


� The Internet address of the Sejm Library shall change in September 2003.


� The Inquiry Office of Parliamentary Consultants—the Bureau section that ensures everyday and direct contact with Deputies and organs of the Sejm—gives immediate answers to questions that do not require in-depth studies, provides access to the Bureau’s publications, seeks and submits texts of normative acts and the Sejm papers, and accepts requests for written expert opinions.
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